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The wscenes show the
Grewk game of kottabos being
played at & symposium (i.e., a
drinking party)., . To play,
simply wling the dregs of your
wine at a target, for sxample,
the bowl behind the flute boy
in the top picture,. The man in
the Persiabh helnet. is acting as
backstop. The lower pigture
shows a Tlute girl taking a
time out to join the game.

Latro saw such games played at
Kallgon’' brothel on the night
Eurykles the necromancer thinks
he raises someons from the
dead. "Pindarps suggested they
play hkottabos, and I, not
knowing how it was played,
stood. under the lintel for a
time tp watch, . Pindaros draw
a circie on the floor and a
line at some distance from it.
Everyons stood behind this
line; and as sach drained his
cup, he threw the less at the
circle.” ’

Baikk RRYRE S the ' age-old
drinking problems the day after
(Grogek red figure vase «cC.
A470BLC) .
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Introduction:

I wsuppose it had +to bhappen
sooner or later.
about an author, ingluding such
gauche things an reviews,
articles and lists af
criticism, all blindly
concentrating on one topic. If
you thought COTO was too much,
being "a book about the writing
of a book," what price a
fangzineg about the writing aebout
an author?

And vyet 1it'sa a remarkably
current phenomenon. The
specter of postmodernism urges
us to reiect distinctions
between original and copy, or
at lwast to stop seeing the
former as inevitably superior,
and to recognize the validity
of pastiche, 1 am no
philosopher, but it saeems to me
that postmodernism actively
cegks to undermine and subvert
the tenets on which our satiety
is based, denying that thers
areg any final truths to be
found, examining the role art
plays in our cul ture, wondering
where techoology enists, And
of course thess are precisaly
the goals of sf. So it should
not be too surprising that we
are nNoOW sERing an overlap
between postmoderniem and af.
Thiw 2ine ie no edception, and
is likely to Join the ‘flood
that whirls us to destruction,
at A certain gpnddess says.

This was redlly brought home to
me recently by the spate of
articles and discussions on

cyberpunk.] "t he
quintescentially postmodernist
trait bar none" as Istvan

A fanzine

Csicnery-Ronay said in & recent
special issue of fMigsfissippi
Review (vol 146, #283). Several
interviews with cyberpunk
writers were included, as well
AR articles and panel
discuesions transcribed from
recent caons. SF Eye launched
its first issue with a special
cp section and has kept tabs on
cp ever sinca (indeed is part
of the cp scene). As William
Gibson sdys elaspwhere it's
becoming trendy to say that cp
{or the HMovement ae Sterling
pretentiously calls it) is
tading away--and he certainly
geamns to have had encugh of it-
—which is inevitable for
gomething &0 self-consciously
hip. As James Wolcott wrote in
The New Republic (Oct., 10,
19887 "novels written antirely
in pop idiom seldom succeed,
rot anly because idiam
changes..,.but because non-stop
Ripness is toe narrow a mode
far the full spectrum of human
femling." Other writers have
disparaged it in equal terms:
“trad hard sf with a rad
counter-culture &0s afterbirth
of work ethic rejection, Cheap
plentiful high-tech:essantial.
Technolust replaces traditional
male pover fantasiws. The
protag is wself-reliant but
morally bankrupt...The
objectification of flegh ie
total, complete...violance is
trivialized and plentiful. Sex
i6 trivialired and plentiful.
Fverything ia trivialized and
plentiful ." (Andy Watson, "The
Box."

Yet ] don't think that cp was
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just a damp squib. On sure,
the third rate writere who

tatched onto the bandwagon and .

whose manuscripts now fill the

slush piles of Omn i and
Asimov’'s have brought it to the
lowest Common denaminator,
i.e., they ' va got the

buzzwords, but not the drive.

,Even worthy authors such as

Silverberg fell for the allure
and the glitz, wunable to
distinouish the substance from
the trappings.

Same  of the debates Have
deacendegd ta the ridiculous.
Grag Bentford for example, aeams
to be promoting the ralscn
d'@#tre of cp as a new style of
writing, Assuredly, he's right
as far as he goes, But is that
really the  motivea of the
cyberpunks? If we could reduce
the ballyhoo to & certain style
there would be not one but
dozens of “movements."

No, cp i more tham (just) a
style--there 1im a philosophy
behind it. The philosaphy
involves technology, but no,
don"t vawni what is on offer
here i= a treatment af
technology differsnt from the
ald approaches of sf. - I4 I may
generalize, in tha '‘past &7
tended to weither make up its
everyday technolegy in loving
detail or go for broke on big
impersonal structures that
detiesd the imagination (aof both
avthor .and .reader) like Niven's
Ringworld. Instead, cp
involves technology in
intensely personal ways as an
everyday fact of life-—asz

personal as the current sweep

of personal computers into our

homes and offices and as

. everyday as .the toaster (and

thus in little need of the text
dwelling on techna-worship}.
This personalization of
technology both demystifies it
and by doing sc escapes the
bonda the techno—fetishists
would wrap us in by admitting
deep -ambipulitiss concerning
technology - and. its effecte.
Even our approach to ¢p itself
is ambiguous. Andy Watson
overcomes his cp ennul to
describe Sterling’'s Islands in
the Net ap "the moet satisfying
ang important sf book of 1988."

And %0 we return to
postmodernism and ite uhiversal
call to arme around the banner
af ambiguity. Thia ambiguity
is important--it is an answer
and alsc a rejection of the
search for. final detinitions
(gbsalute truths)} and the
positivist/objectivist notione
of science (observe, collect,
teat), It's ynfTortunate that
we must deny absolute truth
because it would be ao much
easigr if we didn't have to.
It holdes out the promimse that
one day, if we just work hard
and long snough, we will! be
able to correctly explain

everything. Unfortunate,,.but

necessary 17 we are to allow a
genuinely human position into
all this. 1t im necessary,
because at least if vyou buy
what I'm saying, then you'll
agree that meaning arijses from
usy L1 epposed to some
obiective feature such as truth
that we have to somehow grasp.
And at this ptint objectivists
recolil in hoarvear at the
relativist Yanything goes™
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drift of my comments—-—but that
will have to be tackled at
another timm. Far now, let's
maka a fTew sasy comments about
why I should have brought this
topic up.

First, becavse it's topical.

Current doeas neat equal
greatness, and sometimes a
trend is merely trendy, But

otcasionally something arrives
that i= not just windbaggery;
what it is and who is doing it
is another matter [(insert name
of favorite ¢p author].

Cp iz not just trendy because
it offers the possibilities of
an #nduring philosophy, a
poseihility not yet elaborated

by any means, (It's kind of
pretentious to 8 ay
"philosophy,"” no it that

offends vyou insert a waord
you're more comfortable with,
R.Qry world View, vislion,
manifesto etc.) This world
view Oor whatever ig inherently
sfnal if you take your st with
a pinch of PKD} the world is
Aot just naively real, but a
product of aur imaginaticon
(sometimes literally in PKD),

So thiw bLrings us back to
wquarg one. Even more than PKD
Welfte haw tried to tackle some
af these meaningn, perhaps not
in the ways ! 've talked about
them, but nPnevertheless. [
Wolfe story is never “just” a
atary but is always informed
aomehow with a purpose. There
are definite moral statements
made in TBOTNS {ar example,
things which challenge pur
world view——not with the aim of
mihilisticelly destroying it,

but more in a questioning mode,
as if to say "now are we guite
aure about this after ally
cauldn’'t it be a bit more like
thig?" Or, "well, you kngw,
locok at these people Dvar hare,
perhaps their views are just as
walid."

In the #nd we all bring our own
interpretations to the stories,
find our own favorite concerns

and meanings, 11" it yind
disagree with what I'm saying,
that's fine. And  in fact,

isn’ t that what I've hpnn
saying all along?

Missinsippl Review val 16 (2&3)
is available from: Rie
Fortenberry, Canter for
Writers, University of Sauthern
Misgissippi, Southern Station,
Bow 5144, Hattiesburyg, Mg
39404-5144 for $5.3%0.

The New Republic, a weekly
Journal of opinion, im
available from PO Box 92333,
Boulder, co BO3I21-233%.
Subscriptions are $52 per year.

SF Eye i available Trom
Stephen Brown and Daniel
Etmffan, PO Bowx 43244,
Washington DC, 20010-9244, The
price was ®10 for 3 iwsues but
check this.

Arndy Watsorn is Managing Editor
of the Philip K. Dick Society
{PO Box &11, Glen Ellen, CA&
5442, membership & for four
isgues). "The Box" appears in
Mark Ziesing's book catalog
avallable from 762 Main Strest
(Second level), PO Box @0&,
Willimantic, €T 0&224,
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Some Greek referenceg in Suldiesc of the Mist

When I firwt started reading
SOTH I was rather mystifiwd by
the numerous Gresek myths and
personalities in the boek. To
be frank, | knew very little
about ancient Greece (or Hellaa
11 the Greeks call their
country} and a lot of the
richneas of the book was lost
on me (see the review later in
this issue).

After that, I took some time to
follow up on the references,
finding that it added & lot to
the book. I krow that the book
can be read at the simple
adventure level, where a
certain guy wanders around a
landacape populated with
characters named Pausanias or
Pindarcs and talking to hunky
golden men, But some readers
{of which I am definitely one}
Quickly becoms more intrigued
than that, and find that the
story is both illuminated by
and illuminates the culture
within which it is set}] sC that
to know that Pausanias was a
real person (a hero of the
battle of Flatasa against the
Fersiams) or that the golden
man is Apollo adds Jjust that
touch of .. .magic.,

S50 far those veadsrs of a
similar feweling, I offer the
Tirst part in a chapter by
chapter roundtable on the
refgrencen Latro makes, Same
of these have to be .decoded as
it ware from his often
#rrongous translations into
proto—tatin of the Greek he
hears (a topic rorthy of
discussion in its own right).

The article is a kipd of cross
betwegr 4 Synopsis and &
treading of obscure by-ways,
which quickly Jjoir with other
paths, It's a splendid way to
ment old friends vyou didn't
know you had,

rojn 3 e#r: 1 had
tun doing this, which is why |

‘offer it all here, so that I

carn ahare it with you. Also,
Ancient Greece is undoubtwdly
worthy of atudy in  and of
itselt. Howsver, if you wish
to tome to ancient Gresce on
your own, I suggesat you omit
this article and go and have
some fun with Greece yourself!
FPage numbers in S0TH refer to
the Tor hardback.

hapter -

tLatro wakes one day without
long-term memories. (He {s to
suffer from memory loss of more
than the previous 12 houre
throughout the book, although
he does improve with time.) He
is near "Clay" (Platasa) in 479
BC with the "Great King ' w“
(Xmries) army which has just
besn beaten by the combined
forces of Athens and Sparta.
Latro  must take the word
Flatawa and relate it to platus
i.®., a plate--which are made
of clay. A related word is
platon meaning broad {hence
plateau) and the nickname of a
famous philosopher (it referred
to his shoulders, though no
doubt his friends said it was
his knowledge).

Xerxes was tha king of Persia
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which had decided a number of
years previously to deal with
the uppity Gresks (there wan a
rebe)lion in Ioniam, which is
now Western Turkey, but at the
time was OGresk under Fersian
contraol)., His predecessor,
Darius, attempted to invade
Attica (the "Lang Coant"y look
at its EFastern coastline} and
sent his commander Datis to
land at Marathon (26 milew, 385
yards fram Athens) where he was
beaten by the hoplites of
Athens (470BC). The Gpartans
arrived after the hot work was
over, but it's a Jjibe to say
that. it CT11 on pPUrpoRE,
although they were celesbrating
a festival, they had set out
before they received naws of
the victory and it took them
only three days to get there
(about 50 miles a dav). The
Spartans were at least devout
{they "well knew who ruled the
land,” p. xiii) even if they
wEre touc hy about their
tardiness. Pausanias the
Spartan regent says to his men
"you know how we were late to
Fernel Field" (p. 206, i.e.,
Marathon) and urges his men to
aid the Athenians in the sigge
of Sestos, "]l ask you, mhall we
laet them =#ay they took Sestos
alone?" {(p. 204). Fennel (L.
hay) i a yellow=flowered plant
which is often used to flavor
foudi Latro's refesrence may bw
to a nearby marsh where the
fleeing Fersians were caught
and killed in great numberi——as
a member of the re-invading
Fersian army ten years later
this infamous defeat was well
known to the Perzians and
Latro.

To return to Xerxes, he wasn't
doing too well at this time
(479BC); he'd Just leost the
battie of Salamisy sitting on
a rock watching his ships get
smashed up in a narrow channel
(you can cee acroas it, which

is what the Greeks did). His

flest, including the famous
Phoenician swalilors wWere later
caught skulking in Ionia and
giver anhather thrashing.

Athens and Sparta were kind of
foul —weather friends—-—they only
talked to each atber when their
lands were in danger {(and even
thern the Spartans said as
little as possible). At the
battle of FPlatass evarything
nearly went wrong when %the

Grewk Torces pulled back to

their ridge-line to find better
water (the Persian cavalry

neesed up the Gargaphia,
apringsl. A certain
Amampharetus, A Spartan

general, didn't want Lo retreat
without even engaging the
engmy, (this makes him sound
like & macha war-monger) aor
perhaps he never got Pausanias’
message (the Spartan commander
aof the combined forces) hbut
remember that most accounts
ware written by Athenians such
as Herodotus {(a sympathizer}
and Plutarch.

Amompharetus was the colonel of
the Fitanate regiment (HDt.
in.33.2) although Thucydidex
denied thars ever was such a
regiment (i.20). There was
indeed a suburbh of Sparta
called Pitana, but this may not
have beegn ghe of the five lacal
corps after which the regiments
ware called. Wolfe, whao
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favors Herodotus in most
matters, writes, "Ia says there
Iis a mora of that pame in the
regent’ s arpy” (p. 200 emphasie
added) . Thisa isx a rather
cbscure reference to this
ancient debate which we may now
like to think resolved-<perhaps
things had changed by the time
of Thucydides who wrote his
history after Herodotus' .

The FPersians attacked the
straggling Spartans whoe tformed
up  and crouched behind their
shields under enemy fire (which
AYS something for their
discipline). Then the Greek
reinforcements came up and the
retreat turned into an attack,
a% 4T an animal at bay had
turned onto its pursuers. That
must have been quite a strong
impression on both sides-—-Latro
uses it, (p. 152) and 55%0 years
later Plutarch made much the
E=ame remarks.

Battiee are hard to understand
without studying the topography
(where insignificant hills and
hollowe are lifted to  the
importance of citisw [ 3]
Severian once remarked) ma I
rafer vyou to a couple of
intereating accounts: Grundy,
G.B., (1B94) The Topography of
the Eattle of Flataea, which is
obsessive in its details and is
excallent stuff, Pritchett,
W.K.y {1957) "New Light on
Flatasa" American Journal of
Archasology, &1, 9-2Z8.

Later in the chapter Latro
meets & black man from Nysa’
(Ethiopia wouth of Egypt——or’

"Riverland"). He seems to have
soma ability to see the yods,

®.Q-; the "Swift-god" (Amopus,
the river—god) who blessss his
wreird . It'a funny that in
TBOTNS people have thought
Severian’'s sword a magical one
(when it wasn’'t) so Wolfe makes
this one really magical--it
cuts things (sew the interview
in Interzone #17, p. 40Q),

ol r A

The retreating FPersian army
camps at "Hill" (Thebss)} which
allied with the invaders
againet their fellow Greeks,
Obviously Athens and Gepacially
Sparte {who seem an unforgiving
lat) were less than happy about

‘that, which iz why Io, Pindar

and Hilawirad, who &re all from
Thebes, are treated AR
prisonerse and wlavea by the
Hellenwes {@ven the kindly
Hyperaides tien them up.
Pindaros is the famous poet
Findar, as wa call him, Well,
%0 Thebws fought Tor the enemy;
why not? When you' re only
really a small town interetted
in rajising cattle it's nat too
surpricing that you go with the
odds} it was just too bad for
them that the moira couldn't
care less about odds. Thebes
was later razed to the ground
by that anlightened chap,
Alexander of Macedon, known as
the Great. However, he left
Pindar’ s houss untouchsd--aven
emperors take note of verse.

While in Thebes Latro mistakes
a statue of the Swift-god for
the real thing. His cries
attract a lot of attention—--and
mohey, which brings down a
group of rich men, who take him
to the temple of Apolla, (The
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"House of the Sun") thes® men through 12 sesm to relate o
being much the same sverywhere. pp. 25=2&  when they meet
The priests are VY Silenus on the road and Latro

interested, but refuse to give
a prophecy until an offering is
made, at which point one of the
men summons hie slave girl, Io.
Io is going to go through a 1ot
af hardahips with Latro,
including rape, imprisonment
and surrander, but perhaps ahe
had good ressons for leaving
Thebes. She is literally quite
# "joy" to have along. Then
Latro receives a prophecy, as
it happens, directly trom
Apallo, who speaks to him as a
man might to a ¢hild (he is
tall). Nobody else notices the
godj their attention being
fixed on the siby)! who makes an
attempt to translate the divine
poetry, mich to Pindaros’
disguet. He seems to know what
the prophecy might mean 80 he
iz awsigned to help Latroe
fulfill his miwsion.

Chapter 3.

It's worth having a look at the
prophecy because it is actually
givan twice {once from Apollo
himeelf and once through the
aibyl} and Pindarocs doss not
get it correct. Ltet's work
from the version on pp. 12-13.
Pindaros is sure (but we shall
ager)} that the first line “Look
undar the sun, LT you would
see’ only refers ta the light
of understanding of Apolle.
This is possible, but note on
. 10 that the god phrases it
slightly differently) "took
benesth the sun," so something
more is probably going on here.

The second line and lines 10

is literaily divinely inspired
(swe chapter 53). Apollo says
"Once only, you will #ing as
man sang in the Age of Gold to
the playing of the gods.” The
Age of Gold was thought to be
4 previous age of mankind as
stated in Hesiod's Works and
Days. More problems though
bacaunse Plndaros thinks only
two lines are fulfilled,
leaving the lagt line
unaccounted for. Seill, I
think we can ignore that am a
slip of the tongue . ar
womething.

The third line "But you muwt

cross the narrosm ssa” revgals
the poet to be completely oiff-
bane. He may ba right in
saying Apollo comes from Persia
(the "“Tall Cap Country") but
croasing the Asgesn comes later
whan Latro goea to Sestos. My
guess iwn that the "narrow sea"
is the Gulf of Corinth which
Latro does cross to get to the
river Sperchious Wwith
Fausanias. Apollo says "Long
atter, you will find what you
ceek in the dead city” which
also sesms to refer to Seatos;
d city besieged and its Persian
aatrap mirdered (Hdt. Ix.120}.
What Latro finds 0f course, ie
his long-lost Roman buddy thet
he was with before he lost his
mamoary-—although it dossn’'t do
him much gQoud a¢ this buddy
promptly expires on the ground,
Lines 7-9 could be related
here, with "Death' s terrsne”
being a translation of the "the
dead city” but then this brings
in the God Unseen wha cauld be

] THE BOOK OF GOLD

anybody. And it seems unlikely
that this god would have a
famous temple in Sestom; it
would be better if Death's
terrene could be what it gounds
like==Hades, and the king of
the dwad. His name actually
does mean "unsean’ in the sense
af destroyed or destroying.
Latro meste him on p. &7.

The rest of it Pindaros does
seem to get right. Latro has
offended tha Great Mother or
Demeter, and she has punished
him by taking his memory. He
must 9o back to her temple to
be healed, although not  at
Lebadeia but Eleusis, as in
fact Pindaros later realizes
(p. 109})--though ses below,
And indeed in chapter 19 he
dows meet Kore, the daughter of
Demeter. She tells him there
that the prophecy only directed
Latro to the shrine of Demeter,
not that he must actually mest
her mother, "As for the sibyl,
her words were but a muddlae of
the Wolf-Killer's, cast in bad
verse" (p. 119). She alszp
telle him at this point that he
beare the wolf's tooth as
Apecllo (the Woli-Killer) bad
already told him in this
chapter; my guess is that a

- wolf's tvoth is thought to have

powers of forgetting, like the
river lethe. She does indeed
paint the way by giving him a
flower which Fausanias will

later recognize, and so Latro

will be taken to Sestos, where
haet will meet bis friend.

In Greegk, the words neaning

"light" ( luke) and Mgl
(lukos) are very similar, and
are bBath associated with

Apollo. We get our
"lycanthropy" from the latter.
An  epithet of Apollo was
lukeios which could mean "wolf-
slaying,” "the Lycian qgod," or
"the god of day."” According to
Liddel!ll and Scott's Gresk-
English Lexicon there is a

proverb, lukan idein which
meane literally “tgo zee a
wolt," i.,e., "to be struck

dumb, as was believed of those
at wham a wolf got the first
look." You would expect GW tao
know the legendary associations
of wolves of coursw, and sven
to throw in the odd pun or
double meaning. In any case
the ground fTor making the
assumption that a welf’'s tooth
hag  amnesiac qualities ig
thera.

So why hao Latro been punished?
Somehow he has affended Demeter
at the pattle of Platasa, At
one paint the fighting came
very close to one of her
ancient temples, and Herodotus
notes (ix.é65) that strangely no
bodiee were found in its
precincts. People have
interpreted this in different
wiaywm, hw favored a supsrriatural
explanation himsslf, Having
killed the PFersian commander
Mardonius and oo Fausanias "won
the most splendid victory which
history records” (ix.64) we
have the comment "it is a
wonder to me that, though the
battle was fought close to the
haly precinct of Demeter, not
a single Fersian soldier was
found dead upon the wsacred
s0il, Or even appears to have
wet foot upon it, while round
the temple, on uncaonsecrated
graownd, the greatest number
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witre killed., My own view is——
if one may have views at &1l
about these mysterieas-—that the
Goddeas herself would not let
them in, becauce they had burnt
her sant tuary at Eleusis"
(ix.&9). No more references
appear about the destruction.

More modern writers have stated
that it is because of the lay
of the land that the flewing
FPercians avoided climbing up
the slight hill onr which the
temple exists, instead going
around it in the straam
valleys. Later Kore the Maiden
remarka that Latro is no longer
as stubborn as he was with bher
mother (p. 120) which seams to
say that somehow he entered the
temple where he met and talked
with the goddass,

Why is he commanded back to a
shrine of Demeter ' wm, and which
shring is meant? It could be
Eleusia, which he does wvisit
later, or it could mean
Plataea. S0 why is the oracle
not fulfilled (and thus the
book end) when Me goss to
Eleusic; why ia there at leaust
one more book in the series?
Symmetry would seem to demand
that he return to Platara.
Apolla says "by the shrine of
the Great Mothasr you fell” (p.
1Q) which refers to Plataea,
parhaps he "fall" in two
sensek; the head wound, and by
Demeter s reavenge for Elwusis.

At Lake Copais (now dried up}
Jjust north of Thebes they see
4 celebration in  honor  of
Dionysus (the "Kid," i.e., a
young goat).

h 4,

Puring that night, Latro wakes
to find & beavtiful woman next
to him. He is still by the
lakw, which he bathes in, He
cees a figure who vanishes
(Artemis, the Virgin Huntresa}.
She ic part of the triple moon-
goddess who appears
intermittently throughout the
book {the other two aspects ars
Selene and Hecate, the Dark
Mother). ! assume that esach is
associated with & particular
phase of the moony Artemis the
Virgin with the new crescent
moon, Selens the full moon, and
Hecate the crone wWith the
Waning moon. The hapless
Eurykies {("well-veported”) is
her self-appointed priest but

soon tinds himself out of hie

depth (indeed atter chapter 24
wae should really may "she,"
since he swems more Dark Mother
than Eurykles). Latro ia later
given the memory of this scene
by the lake when he meets the
Triple Goddesw in her Dark
Mother phase (chapter 22).
This kind of thing Jdose show
that his loms of memary is not
cf the natural kind (they're
more buried thar actually lost,
¢r perhaps obscured is @ better
way of putting it if the title
means anythingl.

Later in the morning, a priest
talks to them ambout the gods;
the story of Dionyeus and his
mather Sensle, He #lso tells
us {(by way of telling Io) that
the gods go by the name that is
most appropriate to the time
and place they are addraesused,
o that they can have many
names , There may be "many
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gods, but not o many as
ignorant people suppose.”" This
simple literary ploy has a
deepar- affect] namely to infarm
us &lmost subconsciously that
the culture we are dealing with
igs not perfectly knowledgeable
about themselves, but ie guite
spatially localized. This
sgems much more realiatic than
the common authorial mistake of
giving & culture infinite sel f-
knowledge.

The aexual reveling that
accompanies the Dionysian ritea
ieg fairly well-known so there
id no need to ga inte it here.
Howaver, mack—-we&aring was an
integral part; Latro still has
his round his heck the next day
when they meet Silenus.
Pionysus iz also reterred to as
the God in the Tree, which
refers te the fact that
Dionysus 1 the god of
vegetation, especially trees,
and of course the vine, Like
Christ, he ic aleo supposed to
have died on 4 tref (or wond).

After that, he is introduced to
Hilaeira, the woman he saw the
previous night, she decides to
accompany them on the way to
Demeter’'s temple at Lebadeia in
Bowotia. Like many people
today, she has "got religien”
and vaguely wants to do
samething about it.

Chapier 5.

The group have been captured by
Spartan slaves (eslaves of the
"Rope Makers"). Tha Gresk for
rope or cord is sparton, which
Latro thinks refers +fa the
people from Sparta (esee the

agnomasticse column). Wolfte says
this was a common mistake among
uneducated penple‘nf the time;
indesd there is a pun  in
Aristophanes’ The HAirde when
Peisthetaerus wondere whether
they &should call their town
Sparta, and Euelpides says
"What' call my town Sparta?
Why, I would npt usg esparto
tor my bed, even though 1 bhad
notking but bands [straps] of
rushes." Besside being the name
of the city, sparta 3lao meane
& rope of spartum, or broom,
uged by the poor for bed-cords.

Latro and the black man were
with +the enemy (Xerxes) and
Pindaros, Io and Hilaeira come
from Thebes, his allies. The
Spartiates weem to have the job
af rounding  uyp the stray
foreigners who may have escaped
from the battle of Flataea,
although one of them is Cerdon,
who iz later among Pausanias's
troops. Cerdon is  very
impressed when Latro sees a
black man asleep by the road
that tho—one else notices, This
turns out to be Dionysus’
teacher, Silenus, rewarded with
an ever-refilling wine cup (it
ig lying on its side a4t firnt,
later he sipe from it).
Silenus possesses & magac flute
that makes sveryone dance) 1
don’t krnow if this ia the same
flute that Mozart later writes
about., walfe implies that
Dionysus comes fram Nysa in
Ethiopia, sauth of Egypt, other
authorities agree that he is a
Thracian god., (In
Aristophanes’ comedy The Frogs
however, we mest the Nyssan
Dionysus, referring to the fact
that he was brought up there by
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the nymphs.) Dionysus is one
of the more troublesome gods to
understand (®#.g., the

Christ—-1like attributes}.

Chapter &.

Latro's style is almost like
poetry in its spare beauty; his
apaning paragreph about Eos the
goddess of dawn creates exartly
the right resonances--look and
sew, One aof +the Spartan
"slaves,'” Cerdon (Ycunning con-
man") realizes that Latro has
the favor of the gods, or some
ot them, and tries to enlist
him in & rebellion against the
Spartans by making Demeter
vigible (the "Great Mother™).
Presumably thie wWwould "realize”
her powers against the Spartans
who worship leun’ (the
"Dencendgr") daughter. He
means Artemis, the Huntress.
Cerdon wmays that Zesus made love
to Pemeter and that she then
bore the "“Fingers,” i.e., the
Dactylis. Cerdon is mixing up
two similar goddecses here, and
it is Jjust as wall that Wolfe
ineluded the priests discussion
of many=-named godes earlier. In
moat mythologies Artemias and
Apollo, who were sister and
brather, were born by Lato and
Zeus and someon® elee had the
Dactyls. In his glossary,
dolfe states that Gawsa, the
oldeet goddess, was the one in
questian and that she was
originally worasbipped by those
on "Redface Island," ji.e,, the

Peloppohesys. There is a bit
of mixing b&f Demeter (the
“Earth-Mother™)} and GCaea

{"Earth"). In Chapter 31 the
"Great Mother,” which ie the
goddess the helots (slaves) of

FPelopponesus want returned,
speaks of her daughter Kore,
the maiden. Kore was Demeter's
daughter, although again Walfe
zays she is Gasa's daughter in
the glossary. Wolfe is showing
uwse that two very old goddesses,
around =zince the time of the
carliest inhabitants, are
really aspects of the same
thing. Ffindaros tells us that
the goddess who injured Latro
"an only be the Grsat Mothaer,
whom we worship under so many
names, most of which mean
mother, =1 wRrth, or
grain—giver" (p. 14, emphasis
added}. To clineh it, he later
says "The Grain Oopddess 1s the

Great Mother, and the Great’

Mother is the Earth Mother, who

sends up our wheat and barley

{p. 109},

Latro actually dows Come across
Demeter later in the book,
though he bhas Tforgotten his
promiwe, when he is in the
hands af Pausaniams (chapter
31Y. Their present location is
not specified but they are on
their way ta Corinth (“Tower
Hill") from Thebea. A serpent
woman, a species of monster
Heracles once battled accoszts
Latro, awking for Cerdon’'s
life, which she can’'t ar won't
take without him. Later Cerdon
is bitten by a snake and
asxpires within the night.

! Sew Herodotus in.23, Plutarch
Life of Aristides chapter 17,

! Gee How, W.W, & Wells, J.
(1912) . A commentary [=1e]
Herocdotus, vol 1, p. 311.
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Th ma%

In COTO welfe mentions tha
simple rule of neming that he
used Iin TBOTNS, That is, that
everything is what it =mays it
i%. Therefore, the given names
of the places and characters
are memant to reflect some
characteristic assocjiated with
that place or person. Just as
he has translated the rest of
the work, Wolfe makes it clear
that he has selected the names
himewlf and that they are not
the names used by the people of
brth. He says in the appendix
to COC “[OJutside the place I
have chosen to call Nessuws."
Therefore it is instructive te
examine these names because
they provide additional
insights from those gained in
the normal way about & book {(by
examining the thing itself).

Wolfe SEFMmS to have a
particul ar fascination with
names. In Soldier of the Misit

we get a number of names for
familiar places and people that
are not the ones we use. In an
interview with Darrel}ll
Schweitzer (Welrd Tales, spring
19688) Wolfe says

"[It'e] no great puzzle., Latro
calls Athens Thought becayas
that'a what he thinks it means.
As it turns out, he's right.
That is what it means, although
his derivation of it in
incarrect. He's connecting
Athene with athanatos, which
anybody with a s=superficial
Hnowledge of . Greghk would
do-—immortal. What's immortal
is thought...Latro also thinks
that Sparta means rope, beCcause
there is a very common Greek

mre .

word, spartos, which is rope,
cord, string. Now Sparta did
not mean rope. What it
actually meant was escattered.
But it togk its name from a
Greek word that was obsolete by
the time Latro wae in Greece."

Wolfe says here that Athens
does mean thought, but in the
senne derived from Athena, the
goddess of wisdom {thought).

In this column I will summarize
apme of the women's names in
the New Sun, I am certainly
not an expert in onomastics
{the study of names and their
origin) but there are enough
dictionaries and bookws on the
subjeect that can be plundered
for their opinions. (I would
like to =mee contributions or
further opinion by readers on
this topic,) 1 am agsuming
that readers have read the
chapter on ocnomastics in COTO,
which I shall draw on
accasipnally.

Although authorities differ on
the precises meaning of the
name, or its etymology, some
preferring one explanation and
Home another (and to
paraphrase, in onomastices there
iz Always another) there is
widespread agreement on more
well-known names, Tt is as if
there is a story attached to
gath name, a wtory that varies
womewhat in the telling. And
like stories oo, any seemingly
authoritative telling is in
large part a recital of other,
less authoritative versions,
Az well ax the meaning of the




THE BOOK OF GOLD RV

name I have noted ite
provenance or variant with the
follawing abbreviations; Gr.,

Greeki L., Latiny It., Italiany -

Ir., Irish] Sca., Scandinavian]
Wel.,, Welsh. After wach name
cumes a Tew comments on the
character from the book.

Catherine (Katherine). EGr.
Aikaterine, unknown ety., in L.,
Wagp firast Katerina, then
Katharina from Gr. katharos,
"pure, unesullied.” Ferhaps
alasp realated o Or. alkis,
"torture, ] The most famous
oarly Catherine waa the zaint
from Alexandria who died in 307
nD. Her history is briefly
given in COTO; perhaps the most
well-known aspect of her life
is that the spiked wheel on
which she wase to be broken
shattered, its spikes flying
off and killing many of the
soldiers, Thus gur catherine
wheel {although the aprouting
of flowers rcited by Wolfe at
that moment is not repeated in
any text 1 saw). She was
everntually beneaded and hbers
body taken by “angels” to Mt.
Binal whire she had a
monastery. The "angels" may
have been a regference to the
monastic habit of those who
tagk her there (monks were
anciently called "ahgels”
because at their heavanly
purity). However, the Lives of
the Sainta says "not & single
fact about the life or death of
Catherine of Alexandria haa
been edtablished” which leaves
the field open to speculation.
Her feast day is Movember 23,
her iron a apiked wheel,

This name plays two parte in

the book} the first as the
patron saint of the torturers
{with the Cermanic M
speliing) and the second as the
name given to Severian's
mother . 1t iw ambiguous
whether they are meant to be
the samg person literally or
just metaphorically (the one
giving bkirth to him in the
cell, the other overseeing his
development from apprentice to
journeyman), Given the avents
of her life Catherine ie an
jdeal choice for patroness of
the guild of torturers; the
"torture” reference in her nanme
obviously refars to the saint s
trials by torture. It might be
interesting to use her feant
day to date some of the actian
in TAOTNS, bearing in mind that
Hovamber wWwould bBe sarly summer
(equal to May in the northern
hemisphere) i1in the southern
hemisphere (if dates have any
gtrict meaning in the baok,
which they may not whan so much
time has passed that thi
precession of the equinones is
a factor). Nevertheless,
Severian deucribes the feast
day as occurring at the close
of winter in SOTL, showing that
*May" is still pratty cold,
prasumably bescause of the
weakening of the sun and the
advance of the southern ice,
Varjants: Katerina (It.)3
Cathleen, Cassie {(Ir.}; karen
(S8ca.}; Kaitlin (Wel.) and many
cthers.

Theclia. [Gr. thekla,
"god-famous," shortened from
theocleia "divine fame,"”] The
original Thecla {(or at least
the firast to have bhar name
passed down to ue) was the
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firat WM martyr and a
convert of St. Paul. The
sprond ceantury romance KNown AS
the "Acts of Faul and Thecla”
is not officially accepted, but
ahe was anyway very popular and
accounted to be "well versed in
profane philosophy and
literature” with a certain way
of speaking. She is a virgin
martyr. She suffered three
torments, including trial at
the stake and being thrown ta
the lions, but was not actually
killwd at any of tham,
everntually retreating to a cave
in Seleucia where sha performed
miraculous healing. When
Jjealous physicians came to slay
ter, the rock opened up "“and eo
she waes taken to Him." Another
account says that there was a
pacsage in the rock to Rome,
where® she could be buried near
St, Paul. Hgr feast day is
September Z3.

All of these points serve to
raemjind U of our Thecla
(torture without death, trials,
secret passages so like the
ones fh the Houss Absolute, a
philoscaphical mind ahd
persuasive tongue etc.}. Some
readers sw@e Thecla as a rather
faithlews woman who had little
fewling for Severian or his
betrayal of his future in the
guild, but I prefer to think
otherwise, recelling how that
he dimcavered at the feagt that
he meant more to her than he
had realized.

Thea. [Prob. shortened form of
GBr. Alithea, "hFealar." Oone
authority states 1t is a
shortened form of Dorothea, Gr,
doron, "qift" + theos, "God"

hence "gift of God." Theodora
ia the same name backwards.]

Dorcas. [Gr. dorkex "gazells
or row” after jite dark syes, &
translation of the Aramaic name
Tabitha.] Darcas was a
biblical charitable seamstress
(Bcts F1346-43) who died and was
traiced from the dead by 5t,
Peter. “Dorcas wocieties”
later took her name to do their
charitable work for the poor.

Our little gazelle is the
heroine ot the first four booke
of the New Sun, and the
grandmother of Severian. Her
slight form reminds ue of the
agility of a gazelle, while her
hiblical epontym is aymbolic of
her entry inte the beok.
Nobody asks the dead whether
they wish to be returned to
life, and to experience death
a second time. Incidentelly,
nobody seems to ve noticed that
Wolfe has written the perfect
antithesis of the classic
"grandmother paradox” of time
travel stories (i.e., scmebody
going back in time to kill
their grandmother, thus
preventing themsalves from
being barn}. Instead, Severian
brings his grandmother forward
in time (or twists time to a
time when she lives, as Dorcas
says of the dead uhlan) and
raises her from the dead. Not
only that, but ha then makes
love to her several times, thus
ensuring that he {8 born, I
Severian his own ancestor, as
Christ is the son of God?

Valeria. {L. of valerie which
is L. feminine of wvalerius,
"strong.,"] There was an early
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St. Valeria, and the name was
caonmon among early christians
and during the 1930e-1960s on

IN THE NEXT ISSUE!

More chapters from

both sides of the Atlantic. Soldimr
Severian’'s wife, later A map af the Citade! in
autarchia. Foar somanng TBOTNS
presumably [ =] central to Your letterzs (so

Severian she plays a very write!)
peripheral role in tha book, The legend of St.
with a clouded origin and Katharine
departure. The Atrium of Time

Wi nat rnamed atter the

gnomens) rather, they were
placed thers because of its
name. Saverian is sure she has
not died after the flood in
UOTNS,;, even though she was
stabbed and drowned.

REFEREMCES

Az well ze regular books on the etymology of names I have found it
remarkably useful to peruse a few books on hagiography (writings
on the saints, literally "hgly writing"}). Almost all names used
by Wolfe that are no longer uased, or are of ancient origin, or are
not found in the onomastic literature will be found in such books,
granting that it is extreme to make parallels between thaeir lives
and the ppople in the book. For example, Severa, Severian (there
were at least four St. Severianz) Boltan, Maxellindis, Burgundafare
are all attributed saints. Finding these names from times long ago
immeasurably adde to the future-archaic flavor of the book.

Benwdictine Monks of St. Augustine's Abbey (1966}, The book of
saints, & dicticnary of persons cangnized or beatifiegd hy the
Catholic Church. New York: Crowell.

Delanay, J..J,. (1980). Dictionary of saints. Garden Clty, NY:
Doubleday.
Dunkling, L. & Gosling, W, (19843, Facts on file diccionary af
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Withycambe, E.G.. (1977). Oxford dictionary af English Christian
names. New York: Clarendon.
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A certain vicar] richness

English 101 auestioni Imagine
that you had to write a book
completely apposite to The Book
of the New Sun series. wWhat
might this book look like?
Angwer: Complete recall becomes
complete forgetting; the far
future becomes the dim past; a
non—-magic sword becomes divinej
rich writing becomes laconic.
In other words, The Soldier of
the Mist.

There is something particularly
Wolfian about this =tate of
affaireg., ! bBelieve the reason
for it is not, as Greg Fosley
guesawd (Foundation 40) that
Latro is an avatar of Severian,
but rather the author' s respect
for symmetry. AR an artist
Wolfe has shown his love for a
QoCd story many times over, and
if thare iv anything that
stories have, it is symmetry,
especialtly of conatruction.
For those who doubt my word,
one need only turn to the
extended sErias of short
wtories beginning with The
lIaland of Doctar Death and
Other Stories, in which the
concepts of one are playfully
turned inside put in the next,
There is not neceesarily any

further 1ink between the
stories than this mirror
imaging (wach has its own

protagonist, tetting and plot).
I believe, theén, that we should
treat Wolfe's latest novel with

the same degres of
interpretation, and nat go
looking for misleading

explanations of say, TS0TT in
ESoldier.

Vi isr of the Mis

The reader familiar with Wolfe
wil}l immediately notice one
thing about this book; the
utilitarian nature of the
prosw,. Where Severian was only
too willing to stop his
narrative and discuss matters
philosophical and practical,
“Latro" (from & word meaning
brigand or mercenary) is the
master of brevity. Wolfe has
a rationale for this of course
(as always). As  in TBAOTNS,
Wolfe purparts that the
manuscript, or rather acrolls,
that comprige the book have
come down from antiquity, and
wEre written by a man who lost
his mamory esvery day. By
necessity then, the scrolls
were appended "on the run” as
it were, whenever and wherever
L.atro can find a few moments 10
say something about that daye
events; before forgetfulness
(the "mist" of the title)
overcomesa him again.

The plot is a simple but
productive one for Wolfe.
lLatro travels round Hellas
(i.®., Oreece), largely in the
command ©of scmeones wise, such
as Hypersidas (a leather maker,
now captain of a warship),
uRcones ] touncer in A
Athenian brothel {(owned by one

Kallwos}, visits Sparta,
Thebes, Thermopylae, Sestos,
and so On. So our itinerant

character opens up the glory
and squalor of Preclassical
Greece like a key (as he ig
actually called at one point).

When the novel opene neither we
nor Latro know any of thia,
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Latro finds himself in the army
of the Great King (clearly the
Persian Xerxes) and without any
knowledge of how he got thera.
The army is on the retreat,
Ravirng lost to the combined
forces af Sparta and Athens at
Flataea (479 BC). But here we
come to an interssting twist.
As a non-Hallene (the textual
evidence 1= that tatro is a
Latin by the name of Lucius
Caspius} he translates the
names of people and places, so
that Athens becomes "Thought,"”
Sparta "Rope," Dameter the
"Earth Goddess" and so forth.
This has the dual effect of
distancing the narrative from
our preconceptions, and making
it more realistic. This latter
is achieved when the curious
reader tries to understand why
Wolfe chose his Heames as he
did. Some are patently obvious
#.g., Athens from Athena, the
goddeas of wisdom (her emblem
is the owl) who aAlso sprang

from ious’ forahead an a
thought, 1.1} also the
"gnomastics columnt). Others
require work. And it is at

this point that the novel
starts ocpening up.

I knew little or nothing about
the age in which these events
are set, but Wolfe's narrative
is B0 bheavy with references
that without a working
knpwledge of Greek matters the
reader would miss the
sscentiale of the novel. And
this is why, paradoxically, the
sparse prose is %0 rich: turn
to any of the.places or people
mentioned and the richness of
Gresk mythology @vd culture
cones seeping through to infuse

the whole work. Wolfe amke
much of the reader; but makes
it &0 rewarding. Time after

time he fascinated me by
invoking this ar that myth,
story ar f=2-1 T=12 19 or ha
impresses by his knowledge of
the material he® works with,
Many readers will no doubt be
asking themselves if the work
needead to take part in this
vicarious richness is worth it.
Evervone has their favorite
historical periods [ suppose,
and if yours ia Norse mythology
yvyou might think there was
little enough of interssat here.
Nevertheless, mythical elements
are mythical elements, and
Rupbert Graves was not hesitant
in talking about Central
Amgrican  and Norse elements
whare it suited him. Sa, 1

suggest, it could also work the

other way aroundg,

It takes a lot of courage ta
st a book in this time period
if ohe is not to loock foolish
{exspacisally when real people
are involved) but Wolfe manages
to make it look consummately
graceful., For some reagson
Latro has injured or jinsulted
the grain goddess, near whose
shrine the battle took place.
She has punished him by making
him forget, but strangely, he
seems rewarded with the ability
to see and talk witn the gods
themaelves. The book bhad
scarcely begun, and vet Latro,
at Hill (Thebea) meets in a
temple "a golden man, larger
than any man should be, who had
stepped silently from L1
alcove” (p. 7).

He was young and formed like a
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soldier, but he bore PO sCars.
A bow and a ahepherd’'s staff,
both of gold, were claspewed in
his left hand, and a quiver of
golden arrows was slung upoan
his bDack. He crouched before
me as I might bhave crouched to
speak with a child (p. 9},

He evplains to Latro that only
the sclitary can see the gods,
and without friends, home or
memory this is certainly
Ltatro’'s condition. Long atter
he has forgotten Apolle, he is
thrown into wWater (the Aegean)

by Fasicrates, the message
runner of Pausanias in a mock
wreatling match, There he
mosta Thoe, one ef the

daughters of Qcean. She takes
him headfirst down into the
depths, so0 that "the blus water
wat all about mie, a darker blue
atove, a paler, brighter blus
below, where a great brown
snall with a moswy shall
crawled and trailed a thread of
slime" (p. 224)., 5She telis him
that ehildren are permitted to
sae her (although men are not)
because "they forget the way
you do" (p. 225).

Latro .takes these strange
appearances in his stride (not
krowing anything else). Washed
from person to person, our
picaresque protagonist floats
like a lcg of wood, absorbing
angd reporting on the events
around hin, The battle of
Flatawa, Pindar{oa) (made to
quote his famous lines "Oh,
violet crowned city” at tbhe
tiead of chapter 13), Pausanias,
any numbar of heroes and
magicians, the gods. All pass
before him like 50 much

driftwood on the tide. The
first scrall (there are others
to come) ende with the siege of
Sestos, where, 3w
Kora/Parasphone  had pronised
him, he met his friends, only
to have them snatched away by
deatt, the Receiver ot Many.

It is not easy to imagine what
Wolfe will do with his
character in the following
books . IT he continues bhis
acquaintance with FPausanias,
history would dictate that he
would Tollow the Hellene in bis
traitorous machinstions. But
this is unlikely given the
waundg Lat#yo inflicted upocn
Pausarnias in the last chapter.
But whatever, he has to make
perace with Demeter and regain
his memory, so that we can Tind
out Jjust what it was that put
Latro in this peculiar
position.

Spldier of Arete, the second
volume in this series, will be
published in the fall of 198%.

A selgoted glossary

This glossary contains many
{but by no means all) of the
places and people of the novel.
Az has already been mentioned,
Wolfe uses his own derivation
of many nouns {(all perfectly
reasonable) and the
re—translation of these into
English gives ux many insights
into the Hellene mentality.

Advent--Eleusis, scene of the
famous secraet Mysteries
supposed]y invealving
hallucinogenic drugse for the
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epopts {the initiatew,
literally "thoasa whis have
seen").
Bearland--QQrcadia,

a
mountainous region of the
Feloponnesos. The name derives
from Arcas, the son af Zeus and
Callisto. Callisto was changed
into a bear by & wrathful Hera
and was then almost killed by
her %on while out bunting.
Firmally Zeus turned them both
into canstellations, Ursa Major
{i.e., the Great Hear) and
Arctophylax {the nEarby
"guardian of the Bear"}.

Boat--~The island of Lemnos.
Hephaistos, the metal-working
god is sajid to dwell on this
ialand, which is wvolcanic.

Circling Isles~-The {yclades,
(kuklades) a ring of islands in
the Aegean. They were =0
called because they formed
roughly a circle (kuhklos).
They included Delos, Ceos,
Naxos, Faros, Andros, and
Tenos.

Clay--Platejia, the zite of the
decisive battle in 479 BC where
the idinvading Persians were
beaten by the Hellenss.

Copais--An  ancient lake in
Attica, now dried up.

Cowland——Bowotia, to the
narthwest of Attica. It is
dominated by Thebes.

Crimaon Country——A coastal
strip to the northeast of
Egypt, probably meant to dencte
the land of thHe Phoenicians in
ancient times (now Israel).

Deliam==-Apollo or f{unusually)
his sister Artemis. Wolfe mavys
"from their place of birth,
i.e., the island of Delos.

Dolphins—Delphi, =site ot the
famous oracle.

Earth Mother--Pemseter. [t was
near & strine of Demeter s that
the surging battle of Platawa
took 'place. Wolfe guotes the
relevant portion pf Heraodotus
as an epigraph: "First there
was & struggle at the barricade
of shislda; then, the barricade
down, @ bitter and protracted
fight, tand to hand, at the
temple of Desmater.” Somehow
Latro angers Demeter and she
causes him to lose his memory
avery day. Her name was
thought to mean warth-mother in
ancient times, but this is
believed inmcorrect. She was,
however, the goddeas of corn
ang agriculture in general, a%
well as being the mother of
Farsephone.

Elmonare——A ¢courtesan emploayed
by Kalleos in Athens, Her name
means “merciful.” Also my
sinter’'s name.

Eusing—The Black Sea.

Falcata=--Latro's sword, made
divine by Asopus the river god.
He tells him "not wood, nor
bronze, not iron shall stand
against her, and ahe will rot
fail you until you fail her."”
It i1s wtil] with Latro at the
end of the first scroll.

Gava--0r Gw. The
personification of the earth,
vwho sprang from Chaos, the
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primordial being. She produced
Uranus, and had by him Crooues,
the Titana, Cyclopes and ather
monsters. feus Was the
youngest son of Cronus, whom he
overthrew to become the suprems
god. Wolfe says Ge once "spoke
at Dalphina”, i.e., gave
oracles at Delphi, but was
replaced by Apollo.

Goodcattlie Island--Eubogfa.

Gorgo——Widow of Leonidas, a
king vt Sparta and commander of
the Greeks at Thermopylae,
After inflicting heavy losses
on the Persians, the Hellanic
forces Were decei ved by
treachery and routed.

Mill=-Thebes. During the
Parsian War Thebes sided with
the Great King, and thus was &n
enemy of the other Greek
cities, evpecially Athens.
Pindar was born here in 522 BC.

Hundred-Eyved-—-Argos, a ity on
the east coast of ARedface
Inland (Peloponnesos, named
after king Pelops, whith means
"muddy-face"). Wolfe smems to
derive the name from a monster
af the same name with many
eyes,

lo--A child slave-girl who
attaches herself to Latro in
his interests. GW =ayzs her
name mgans "“joy.”

-

Islanyg Sea-——The Caspian Sea.

Kore=-=-The "maiden" (also
identified with Persephane) and
daughter of Zeus and Demeter.
She was carried off by Hades in
his charjot picking flowers.

Because she ate A0me
pomegranate sesds while in the
lands of the dead ashe has to
return there Yor half the year.
The myth represents the rebirth
aof life in the spring, when she
re-emerges .,

Leotychides—-~The commander of
the Greek fleet that attscked
the Persians at Mycale (479
BC). The Persianse had drawn up
their ships on the shore and
camped ne=arby. The Greeks
landed, captured the Fersian
camp and destroyed their ships.

Long Coast—-—Attica, This is
where Cleusis, Athens, and the
Piraeus are located. Welfe
aays “"its name 18  probably

Serives from the long and
relatively straight coastlines
af its eastern and southwestern
shores, "

Nike--The personification -3
"victory," usually regarded as
an attribute of Athene.

Persepolis--The capital of
farca (the Persian empire).

Pindaros—-Pindar, the great
lyric poet., Although a Theban,
Pindar often sany the praises
of Athens, and was in Tact
fined for ity but the Athenians
paid him the amount of the fine
twice over. “How can you msing
ite praices?" asks Hilawmirae.
"Because we chose to surrender,
and ]joat even wheh we Tought
for the Great King. They chose
to resist, and won even with us

against them. We were wraong,
ang they ware rcight, Their
city Was destroyed; ours

deserved it."
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Redface Island-~The
FPeloponesus. This idia the
southern part of Greece,
connected with central Greece
by the inthmus of Corinth. It
containse the Silent Country
(Laconica) and Bearland
(Arcadia)l.

Riverlang--Egypt, Tar obvious
reacong.

Rope-—-Sparta. The word we use
today ealsd means a kind of
broom  {(Spartum, ar  Spanish
broom} which wag uged to make
mats, netz, cords and ropes.
Spartum is a Latimn word, =0 it
would be natural for Latro to
translate it is this way,

Selene—The bright &apect of
the triple goddesns, L.,
Artemis, the daughter of Ieus
and Leto. Her brother was
Apalla,

Smutoe—-~The city whose siege
ended the Peraian Wara.

Silent Country-—Lacomnia. Latro
"seems to have heard some
taciturn person referred to - as
having Laconic manners...and ta
have concluded that Laconia
meant the "Silent Country’."

Thought==-Athens. The ward
derives from the goddess
Athene, who sprang like a
thought from the brow of Zeus.

Tieup=-=-Firaeus, the port of
Athens, which iteplt ie
samevhat inland.

Tower Hill--Corinth, on the
iethmus,. Jts position gave it

access to two seas aE well as
dominating the land route to
the Feloponesrus Trom central
Graece. There was a mkid at
this point, agross which shipe
could be dragged if they wanted
to aveid the sea Journey around
the Pelopennesoa. This made it
extremely waalthy, and
*Carinthian® still has
overtones of a profligate and
sybaritic lifestyle.

Trioditus~=l.e., the triple
goddess: the Huntress (Artemis)
Selene, and the Dark tother
(Hecate) . She helps him
because she dislikes Demeter
(the cauvse of Latro's wound).
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I call i1t how I see it:

A ecolumn af apinion,

I have often met the typical
anti-epatablishment view toward
big=name authora. Foar the most
part my awareness of this wasm
of & disengaged nature; I knew
it was going on, and since I
had long stopped reading
Heinlein and Azimov I agreed
with the analyses while
remembering their power as
juvenile writers (in the sense
af being mainly read by
children and vyoung adults,
[= 3= . Have Spacesult, will
Travel or Asimov'% robot
books ). I suspect that most
readers of st have similar
ambiguous ferlings.

I have beepn literally shocked
out of that safe pomition by a
reading of Isaec Asimov’'s =1
Magarine. Asimov  literally
self-destructs in svery issue.
In the Nov. 1988 issue a letter
pRrints out guite accurately
that "the history of scientific
advancement is literally strewn
with the bodies of destroyed
theories...to blindly believe
theories becausw they are
passed upon by ‘authorities’
such as Carl Sagan is a very
naive way to judge data...the
limites of &f are non-existent.
It must not be held down by
[people]) with a vested interest
in currvent helisfa." Agimov's
pusrile reaponse is to imply
that thg writer is a scientific
illiterate and calls Sagan "one
of the moat brilliant
scientists [ know” thus totally
miseing the (very valid) point,
Ard Sagan, you recall, was the

man who reputedly bad to have
his npovel gqhost-written for
him, By the mid-December issue
Animov is admitting that he got
twp basic squations miuxed upj

the Heisenburg uticertainty
relation and the Einstein-
Planck relation. He told

Harlan Ellimon this who has
since put them in this form
into his fiction on truwt, And
thic from 3 man =D securs in
hie ponition in folk mythology
to actually know sompthing
about ecignce that he Yeels
happy to call his readers
scientific illiterates! The
readers are putting their trust
{and money) in a man whose

position ivs a sham. I ntarted
reading Asimov's for the
atories {which arw above

averagel) now [ can’'t sven bear
ta read the pathetic childish
ramblings in the letter column
{and that's Just Asimov!)
Another fallen icon, wictim of
the 1780 desire for pre-
pubescent simplicity in &
complex world?

I'm ‘sure Asimov iw & nice
peraon, and it’'s nat my
intention to mount a personal
attack. However he got into
this folk mythelogy position of
being a leading [=FN Jatar-]
popularizer when he dogsn't
have {A) the basic scientific
background of the disciplines;
or (B) any appreciation of the
stiriology of srientific
practice (aa if Merton, Kuhn or
Fopper bhad never existed) I
don‘t know} perhaps ke i
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blameless in that, perhaps it
was an accident. Ferhaps this,
perhaps that. But it's surely
no accident that he continualily
maintaing this shan,
deliberately mimleading his
readers {(probably for the most
part adoring teenagers sending

him their newspaper-royund
money ). - And that’'s just
pitiful.

John Clute, ons of England’'s
most respected critics and

reviews editor of Feoundalion

haw at last got a collection of
his work in print,. Strokes
(Serconia Preas, PO Box 178&,
Seattle, Washington 98111,
$8.95) includes werk writien
betwean 1956-1984. While all
the reviews are as engaging au
evar, {f oaly in & voyeyrjiatic
manner of watching how far
Clute can bend and twist a
sentence without it breaking
(e.g.; "...swEem to promice,
along with the de rigueur
rhodomontade of genre action,
samething of a dialectical
expanusion pf the terms of the
2eugma...” as a not at all
random mxample), al though
“poshlosty” remains a personal
favorite; nevertheless it will
be his work om GW that J°11
remember .

Clute has been writing on Wolfe
for most of the B80a. He ias the
authority, who with a handful
of otheres (w.9., Greg Fesley,
Colin Gresnland, Joan Gordon,
Peter Nichollse) are the only
ones writing wittily on GW. He
gives us what for me is an
(only partly playful) ultimate
reading of the "Saverian’' s

mother”" question, & discussion
of the four books Thecla orders
(i=s one of them The Hook of the
New 5Sun?), and other things
that were naw on me.

Ong of the overall imprassions
the reader is likely to get
(and as Clute joyvously states)
iz that a reading of Wolfe must
be a *hard read." This is an
unpopular notion these days,
"What, think about the problems
the author raisen! Why, I want
to read sf for the escapist
sensawunder'!” One modern lit-
crit theory argues for reading
betwesn the lines jinto the
authors politicas and intentions
but that's the Gest approach on
Wolfe. {Another notion was

expressed to me as "I don't

like Wolfe s books because he's

a Roman Catholic and ['ve aoet

awful Catholics,"” a fine
#xample of that iIinteresting
species the non-seguiltur. As

they say in the ades--buy now,

[——

Finally, it o' ve nver
wandered about the fine rover
artwork an TBOTNS, R new
collection of artist and
punmaster Don Maitz" work
(First Maitz) is now available.
The colors in the four pieces
ware raughly dez.qnad to
refiect a Dbrightening dawn,
with COTA showing Severian as

the saun. Quite clever really,
and something my small
paparback edition dign’t

capture. These pieces are also
available in reproducticons
(write Paper Maitz, c/o Mr and
Mrs Maitz, 85 Ivy Road,
Plainville, €T 040462, Include
a SAE.
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